ANNUAL  REPORT  1920. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Report  for  1920. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  District  for  1920  is  5,014. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  brickmaking,  railway  work, 
engineering,  preparation  of  artificial  foods,  etc.,  agricultural  work  and  artificial 
manure  preparation. 

None  of  these  occupations  hat  e  any  deleterious  effect  on  the  health  of  the 
District. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Total  number  of  births  in  District  157. 
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Birth  rate  for  1919  was  24'0  per  1,000  population. 
Death  rate  for  1919  was  12'0  per  1,000  population. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  in  the  District  are  : — 


Pneumonia  in  all  forms  ...  ...  7 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  7 

Cancer  ...  ...  •  •  •  6 

Congenital  Debility  ...  ...  ...  6 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  5 


Among  children  under  one  year  we  had  14  deaths,  no  less  than  six  being 
notified  as  Congenital  Debility,  shewing  there  is  a  big  field  for  the  work  of  the 
Children  Welfare. 

More  Pre-Natal  work  is  indicated,  and  will  have  to  be  done  systematically. 

Since  the  National  Health  Insurance  Act  commenced  the  amount  of  Poor 
Law  work  is  greatly  reduced. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 
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Our  Water  Supply  for  the  District  is  obtained  from  Braceborough  (the  same 
source  from  whence  Peterborough  derives  its  supply). 

There  are  8  outlying  houses  in  Stanground  and  11  in  Woodston  which  draw 
their  supply  from  wells. 

All  water  supplied  is  good. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 
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The  rivers  and  streams,  with  one  exception,  are  not  polluted.  I  lie  exception 
is  the  Lode,  Stanground,  of  which  we  still  receive  complaints,  and  which  ought  to 
be  cleared  out,  as  it  does  constitute  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  near-by  houses. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

We  have  a  sufficient  supply  of  milk  in  the  District. 

There  are  13  Dairies  in  the  District  which  have  received  periodical 
inspections,  and  they  are  all  in  a  perfectly  sanitary  condition. 

MEAT  SUPPLY. 


There  are  three  Slaughter-houses  in  the  District. 

No  Public  Abattoir  has  been  established.  The  meat  supply  is  ample  and 
satisfactory. 
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OTHER  FOODS. 


There  are  five  Bake-houses  in  the  District  which  are  sanitary,  and  the  two 
large  factories,  where  other  foods  are  prepared,  are  built  on  satisfactory  sanitary 
lines. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


During  the  year  the  number  of  cases  notified  was  68. 


Details  : — 

Broncho  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  13 

Lobar  ,,  ...  ...  ...  10 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  18 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  5 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  5 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  5 

Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  5 

Scarlatina  ...  ...  ...  3 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  2 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  1 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  ...  ...  68 


We  have  had  a  supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  from  County  M.O.H. 

During  the  year  we  have  had  persistent  Diarrhoeal  troubles  especially 
amongst  children.  In  numerous  instances  we  have  had  the  discharges  examined 
bacteriologically,  but  amongst  all  these  no  true  case  of  Dysentery  was  found. 

In  these  times  the  Council  ought  to  be  in  touch  with  a  Laboratory,  member¬ 
ship  of  which  would  allow  the  examinations  of  specimens  to  be  done  at  a  lower  rate. 

In  the  case  of  patients  able  to  bear  the  cost  they  are  charged,  but  for  poorer 
patients  the  Council  should  bear  the  cost  in  the  interest  of  public  health. 

VACCINATIONS. 

The  number  of  Primary  Vaccinations  for  the  year  is  27. 

A  great  many  exemptions  are  claimed. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 
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Our  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Association  is  still  in  a  flourishing  condi¬ 
tion,  the  work  being  carried  on  at  9,  Duke  Street,  Old  Fletton,  in  rooms  which  are 
quite  suitable  for  the  purpose. 


Meetings  are  held  every  Tuesday  afternoon  from  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

A  Medical  Consultant  and  a  Nurse  (who  is  also  a  Certificated  Midwife)  are 
in  attendance. 

Voluntary  workers  include  a  Registrar  and  Lady  Helpers,  to  whom  we  are 
very  grateful. 

In  the  District  we  have  a  strong  Nursing  Association,  the  work  being- 
carried  out  by  two  Trained  Nurses,  who  are  also  Certificated  Midwives. 

A  considerable  number  of  Maternity  cases  in  the  District  are  being  attended 
by  these  Nurses,  who  have  been  appointed  Health  Visitors  under  the  County  Council. 

During  School  Inspections  by  the  County  M.O.H.  one  of  these  Nurses  is  in 
attendance  ;  thus  you  will  see  the  child  is  practically  under  observation  from  time 
of  birth  until  it  leaves  school. 

We  had  one  case  of  Opthalmia  Neonatorum.  No  permanent  injury  to  eyes 
followed  the  attack. 

We  had  quite  an  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough. 

Exopthalmic  Goitre  shews  a  remarkable  increase. 


SANITARY  WORK 
fS>. 


This  work  is  most  efficiently  carried  out  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Hawkins,  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Unfortunately  we  have  no  Hospital  accommodation  in  the  District  for 


Infectious  Diseases,  but  where  an  Infectious  case  cannot  be  properly  isolated  at  home 
such  case  can  be  sent  to  Peterborough  Infectious  Hospital,  the  County  guaranteeing 
the  cost. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


ALEX.  PATERSON. 


